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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of managing wireless network sensors, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) identifying a plurality of wireless network sensors in a selected network 
region; 

(b) selecting for each of the wireless network sensors in the plurality a 
designation of primary or secondary with respect to the selected network region; 

(c) determining a collection agent for the selected network region; 

(d) communicating an indicator of the determined collection agent to the 
plurality of wireless network sensors in the network region; and 

(e) receiving scan data for the selected network region from the collection 
agent, wherein the received scan data is derived at least in part from data 
monitored by a wireless network sensor with a primary designation for that 
network region. 

2. The method of claim 1, and further comprising the step of (f) communicating 
the selected designation to the wireless network sensor for which the 
designation was selected. 

3. The method of claim 1, and further comprising the step of (f) receiving network 
configuration information and wherein the step of (a) identifying the plurality 
uses the received network configuration information. 

4. The method of claim 1, and further comprising the step of (f) repeating steps (a) 
through (e) for a plurality of selected network regions. 

5. The method of claim 4, and further comprising the step of (g) repeating steps (a) 
through (e) for a selected network region. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein step (g) occurs at periodic intervals or upon 
occurrence of an event. 

7. The method of claim 6, and further comprising the step of (h) detecting a status 
change in one or more of the wireless network sensors in the plurality identified 
for the selected network region and wherein step (g) occurs in response to the 
detected status change. 
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8. The method of claim 6, and further comprising the step of (h) receiving a 
configuration request with respect to the selected region and wherein step (g) 
occurs in response to the received configuration request. 

9. The method of claim 4, wherein step (f) occurs at periodic intervals or upon 
occurrence of an event. 

10. The method of claim 9 5 and further comprising the step of (g) detecting a 
network status change and wherein (f) occurs in response to the detected 
network status change. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, and further comprising the step of (g) receiving a 
configuration request and wherein step (f) occurs in response to the received 
configuration request. 

12. The method of claim 1, and further comprising the step of (f) repeating steps (a) 
through (e) for the network region. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein step (f) occurs at periodic intervals or upon 
occurrence of an event. 

14. The method of claim 13, and further comprising the step of (g) detecting a 
network status change and wherein (f) occurs in response to the detected 
network status change. 

15. The method of claim 13, and further comprising the step of (g) receiving a 
configuration request and wherein step (f) occurs in response to the received 
configuration request. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the identification step (a) comprises the steps 
of: 

(i) broadcasting a message to one or more wireless sensors; 

(ii) receiving acknowledgments from the one or more wireless 
sensors; and 

(iii) determining whether the wireless sensor is within the network 
region. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the broadcasting step (i) comprises addressing 
the broadcast message to a predetermined logical port. 
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18. The method of claim 16, wherein the broadcasting step (i) comprises 
broadcasting the message over a wired network. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting step (b) selects the designation for 
each wireless sensor based upon sensor coverage area, functional capability, 
numerical priority of device address or combinations thereof. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the collection agent determining step (c) 
determines one of the wireless sensors as to be the collection agent. 

21 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the received scan data is further derived at least 
in part from data monitored by a wireless network sensor with a secondary 
designation for the network region. 

22. The method of claim 1, wherein the determined collection agent for the selected 
network region is a selected wireless network sensor from the plurality of 
wireless network sensors in the selected network region. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the selected wireless network sensor is one of 
the plurality of wireless network sensors for the selected region that has a 
primary designation. 

24. One or more computer readible media storing instructions that upon execution 
by a computer cause the computer to perform any of the methods of claims 1 
through 23. 

25. A system for managing wireless network sensors, the system comprising: 
means for storing identifiers for a plurality of wireless network sensors for a 

selected network region, wherein associated with each identifier is a primary or a 
secondary designation; 

means for broadcasting a message to one or more wireless sensors, for receiving 
acknowledgments from the one or more wireless sensors, for determining whether each 
of the one or more wireless sensors is within the selected network region, and for each 
wireless network sensor determined within the selected network region, storing an 
identifier of that wireless network sensor in the storing means; 

means for determining a collection agent for the selected network region; 
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means for communicating an indicator of the collection agent determined by the 
determining means to each of the plurality of wireless network sensors for which 
identifiers are stored in the storing means; and 

means for receiving scan data for the selected network region from the 
collection agent, wherein the received scan data is derived at least in part from data 
monitored by a wireless network sensor with a primary designation for that network 
region. 

26. A system for managing wireless network sensors, the system comprising: 
a system data store capable of storing identifiers for a plurality of wireless 

network sensors for a selected network region and an identifier for a collection agent 

for the selected network region; 

a communication interface allowing communication with a plurality of wireless 

network sensors; 

a system processor in communication with the system data store and 
communication interface, wherein the system processor comprises one or more 
processing elements programmed or adapted to: 

(a) broadcast a message to the plurality of wireless network sensors via the 
communication interface; 

(b) receive acknowledgments from the plurality wireless network sensors; 

(c) determine whether each wireless network sensor in the plurality is 
within the selected network region; 

(d) designate each wireless network sensor determined to be within the 
selected network region as primary or secondary with respect to the 
selected network region, wherein each designation is based upon sensor 
coverage area, functional capability, numerical priority of device address 
or combinations thereof; 

(e) determine a collection agent for the selected network region; 

(f) communicate an indicator of the collection agent to each wireless 
network sensor determined to be within the selected network region; and 
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(g) receive scan data for the selected network region from the collection 

agent, wherein the received scan data is derived at least in part from data 
monitored by a wireless network sensor with a primary designation for 
that network region. 

27. The system of claim 26, and further comprising at least one wireless network 
sensor. 

28. The system of claim 26, wherein the collection agent is a wireless network 
sensor from the plurality of wireless network sensors determined to be in the 
selected network region. 

29. The system of claim 26, wherein the collection agent is the system for managing 
wireless network sensors. 
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